Art Course Syllabus
Illini Bluffs High School 

Mr. Hallstrom
Course Description:  Art classes are designed to provide creative outlets that allow students to demonstrate knowledge of a variety of subjects and artistic styles.  GRADES ARE NOT BASED ON ARTISTIC TALENT.  These courses provide opportunities for students to explore artistic techniques and skills with emphasis placed on design, decision making, and craftsmanship. 
Teacher Schedule:  1st Hour – Clay



      2nd Hour – Drawing/Painting



      3rd Hour – Theater Arts



      4th Hour – Photography/Filmmaking



      5th Hour – Prep



      6th Hour – Prep



      7th and 8th Hour – 7th and 8th Grade
Contact Information: e-Mail any time:  thallstrom@ib327.com
Teacher Website: My teacher website will contain a pertinent information, class notes, and other resources. A newsletter will be posted on the website as well. My teacher website can be found my going to the HS website and clicking on my name found under the faculty tab. Here is the link as well: 
http://ibthallstrom.weebly.com/
Book Information:  There are no required textbooks for these classes.
Grading Procedures:  There are 4 categories in our class.
1. Homework – 10%

2. Projects – 60%
3. Quizzes –10%

4. Essay – 10%

5. Daily and Clean-Up Grades – 10%

6. Semester Exam/Final
Homework:  (10%) there will be homework assignment to be worked on throughout the course of the semester.  This project will be the same for all art classes and focus on design and ingenuity.  More information about this assignment in particular will be gone over in class and then posted on the website. 
Projects:  (60%) in class projects will make up the majority of the grade for all classes. Individual rubrics will be assigned and posted as new projects are introduced.
Quizzes:  (10%) periodically spot check quizzes will be given out to check for understanding on selected topics.
Essay:  (10%) there will be one essay with topics varying from class to class.  Check your class’s individual webpage for more information.
Daily and Clean-Up Grades:  (10%) general upkeep of the classroom and studio is expected of all students.
Semester Exam/Final:  Will coincide with school grading policy, and factor in accordingly.  

Students:  Your parents will be able to check your grades online at any time.  My grading will be kept up to date.  Make sure your assignments are kept up.

Food and Drink:  Due to the art room having problems (on occasion) with ants NO FOOD WILL BE ALLOWED. Drinks are permissible but must have lids or coverings.

Late Work Policy:  No late work will be accepted, due dates will firm, but fair and consistent for the entire class.  If deemed necessary, the due dates of projects will be adjusted for the entire class.  
Cell Phones and Extra Devices:  No laptops, we do not have the table space or wall chargers to accommodate this.  If laptops are needed we will use the school provided carts or labs.  Tablets and cell phones are acceptable to use in class as the work dictates.  No device may be used during instruction time.  Students are responsible for their own devices, and need to exercise caution based on what materials they are working with.  Middle school classes may not use devices for any reason, research or otherwise, during class time.  We will use the classroom set of computers as needed.

Make-up Work Policy:
Coinciding with school policy make-up time for projects and assignments will correspond to the number of EXCUSED absences.
Extra Credit:  will be given at the teacher’s discretion and will not be given individually to any one student.  Varied opportunities for extra credit will be given throughout the year for different amounts of points.
Academic Dishonesty Policy: Students are expected to do their own work.  Students who cheat on any work in class will be referred to the office, given a zero on the assignment and parents will be notified. 
Student Expectations:  Students are expected to be on time to class every day.  Students are expected to bring all required materials to class each day.  Students will treat each other and me with respect at all times. 
Course Outlines/Descriptions:
Clay: teaching students various hand-building techniques.  Glaze chemistry and experimentation with finishes will also be addressed as students explore the creative possibilities of clay through a variety of projects.  Creativity and craftsmanship will be emphasized.
Drawing/Printmaking: explores different media (pencil, charcoal, colored pencil, pastels, and pen and ink) and art forms (landscape, portrait, self-portrait, still life, and figure study) and introduces basic printmaking techniques.
Theater Arts: invites students to experience the preparation for and performance of theatre. Focusing primarily on theatrical design and creation of props, costumes, sets, lighting, and sound, students will contribute to IBHS drama productions.
Photography: explores digital photography, and shooting techniques.  (including digital photo manipulation, composition, and thematic choices)
Painting: is an introduction to acrylic painting techniques.  The Elements of Design will all be explored through the painting process.
Filmmaking: explores 4-D art. Storytelling, developing a narrative, basic animation, and editing are all emphasized as students split time between shooting and editing.
Return to Mr. Hallstrom
I _______________________ have read this syllabus carefully and understand what is expected of me by Mr. Hallstrom.  It is my intention to do my best to follow these rules and policies in order that Mr. Hallstrom’s class may run efficiently and learning may occur. 
X ___________________________

I, _______________________ the parent/guardian of the above student, have read and understand the policies of this syllabus and will do my part in aiding Mr. Hallstrom in the education of my child. 
X____________________________

Parent/Guardian E-mail:  ______________________

Parent/Guardian Phone:  ______________________

Special Comments or Concerns (anything your student might not want to discuss with me in person or anything that may help me understand your child better):

